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(5 7) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a polarizer with an optical 
retardation film attached thereto with which a high contrast liquid 
crystal display device of a VA (vertically aligned) mode or the like 
with improved viewing angle characteristics is formed and which is 
excellent in thinness. 

SOLUTION: The wide viewing angle polarizer is constructed of a 
composite optical retardation film comprising a polarizing film (3) 
with an optical retardation film stuck to and laminated on at least 
one surface thereof via an adhesive layer (4), wherein the optical 
retardation film is composed of a laminated body consisting of an 
optical retardation layer B (7) exhibiting selective reflection in <350 
nm wavelength region composed of a cholesteric liquid crystal layer 
with fixed orientation supported by an optical retardation layer A (5) 
exhibiting positive birefringence characteristics and composed of a 
thermoplastic resin. Furthermore, when in-plane principal indices of 
refraction are represented by nx, ny, a refractive index in the 
thickness direction is represented by nz, layer thickness is 
represented by d and equations Re=(nx-ny) x d and Rth=(nx-nz) x d 
are used, the laminated body is provided with >10 nm Re and >50 
nm Rth-Re. A liquid crystal display device is constructed by 
disposing the wide viewing angle polarizer on at least one side of a 
liquid crystal cell. 
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